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The annual meeting for the Florida Freewheelers will be held 
Thursday, January 7, 2016 at 7 p.m. in the Winter Park Li-
brary Community Room, 426 E. New England Ave., Winter 
Park, 407-623-3300.  The club will elect a Board of Directors 
for 2016, discuss events that occurred during the past year, 
make plans for the upcoming year and present several 
awards to deserving members.  Loreen Bobo, the I-4 Ultimate Construction Program 
Manager for FDOT, will update us on the planned accommodations for cyclists during 
the construction and the bike lanes that are being added throughout various local 
roads as part of the project.  All members are encouraged to attend.  Pizza or subs will 
be available by 6:30 p.m.   Club clothing will be available for you to try on and pur-
chase before and after the meeting and we will raffle a number of prizes. 

Proposed Slate for 2016 Board of Directors 
 
President – Leslee Mitchell 
Vice President – Stuart Beal 
Past President – Stuart Beal 
Secretary – Donna Lyons 
Treasurer – David Correia 
Advocacy – Phil Mings 
Social Director – Mike Orlovsky 
Clothing Director – Nancy Matteson 
Risk and Liability Director – Niki Dean 
Director at Large – Juan Santiago 
Director at Large – Jim Hill 
Director at Large – Monika Baumann 
Director at Large – Kevin Huntzinger 
Director at Large – Martha Kotek 

mailto:info@floridafreewheelers.com
http://www.floridafreewheelers.com
http://www.floridafreewheelers.com/
http://www.horrible-hundred.com/
http://www.floridabicyclesafari.com/
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Freewheelers Sponsor Members in 
 Hot Pursuit 2016 

 
The Florida Freewheelers are supporting our members that wish to participate in the 
HOT PURSUIT 2016 ride on March 6th by sponsoring club members who want to partici-
pate. There are 25, 62 & 100 mile options starting in downtown Winter Garden. The 62 & 
100 mile rides take you through some of the biggest hills in Lake County. There will be 
musical entertainment, food and beverages as well as massages after your ride. 
Through various programs including youth summer and tutoring programs and team sports events, the Winter Garden 
Police Athletic League strives to meet their goal of fostering and encouraging, in the youth community, a spirit of loyalty 
and faith in American traditions and institutions; to participate actively in constructive movements and endeavors for the 
promotion and safeguarding of the interest and general welfare of the youth of the community; to promote the spirit of 
benevolence, friendship, sociability, goodwill and tolerance among the youth of the community; and to instill in the youth 
of the community good health habits, good sportsmanship and high moral and civic standards.   
The first 41 club members who wish to participate in the event and agree to wear a Florida Freewheelers jersey during 
the ride will have the cost of the ride paid for by the club. In order to take advantage of the agreement the club has 
reached with HOT PURSUIT 2016 you must pre-register. 

Email info@floridafreewheelers.com (Scot Hartle) to request club member registration instructions.  

 

Ride Leaders Wanted 
 

The Florida Freewheelers appreciate volunteer ride leaders because it is only with your help that we can put on 
successful and safe rides every weekend. Ride leaders that lead 8 or more rides during the calendar year 2016 
will be awarded a Ride Leader Jersey.  The club’s ride leader guidelines are reprinted below for reference.  
Contact Scot Hartle at info@floridafreewheelers.com to volunteer to lead a ride next month. 
  

Florida Freewheelers Ride Leader Guidelines 
 

Thank you for being a ride leader.  The Florida Freewheelers appreciate volunteer ride leaders because it is only with your 
help that we can put on successful and safe rides every week. 
 
Please use the following checklist to help make your job easier: 
 

1. Be familiar with the general ride area. 
2. Whenever possible, ride or drive the route in advance and advise riders of any recent changes in traffic patterns, 

road construction or other hazards. 
3. Use a designated map, if appropriate.  Otherwise, design a map or cue sheet noting major intersections, stores, 

and potential danger areas. 
4. Print enough copies of map or cue sheet for expected number of riders. 
5. Show up at ride 15 minutes prior to start, hand out maps, and leave extra maps on windshield for late arrivals. 
6. Have a brief meeting with all riders 5 minutes before the designated starting time. 

 Introduce yourself. 
 Make sure that all riders have helmets. Helmets are required for all Freewheeler rides. 
 Describe ride: speed, routes and stops.  
 Make sure all riders have maps or cue sheets. If construction or other conditions require deviation from 

the planned route, advise riders of the changes. 
 Ask if there are any new riders or non-members and have them introduce themselves. Request non-

members’ signature on the FFW Participant Waiver prior to their participation that day if they have not 
previously signed. 

 Stress safety: no more than 2 abreast, obey all traffic rules, use hand and verbal signals to alert riders 
when slowing or to point out road hazards. 

 Ask for questions. 
7. Lead ride at the published pace, encourage safe riding and set a good example. 
8. Make sure all riders have returned safely. 
 

mailto:info@floridafreewheelers.com
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http://www.dodsonbicyclelaw.com/
http://www.ride2recovery.com/honorride.php
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Helmets are mandatory and headphones are prohibited on any Florida Freewheelers ride. 

 

Experienced 

riders only. Be 

able to read a 

map and change 

a flat. Very fast to 

racing pace. 

Experienced 

riders only. Be 

able to read a 

map, change a 

flat, and ride 

20 miles non-

stop. 

Be able to 

read a map 

and change a 

flat, but don’t 

be upset if 

you’re 

dropped. 

No-Drop Ride. 

Ride leader 

and sweep will 

make sure no 

rider is 

dropped. 

Leisurely, social 

ride. Distance 

varies. Ride 

leader will make 

sure no rider is 

dropped. 

Longer 

rides/slower 

pace. Be able to 

read a map, 

change a flat, 

don’t be upset if 

you’re dropped. 

AA = All Abilities 

ER = Experi-

enced Riders 

ERO = Experi-

enced riders 

only. 

Amigos of the Bike: Longer 

rides over challenging terrain. 

Periodic stops to regroup 

when riders separate. Empha-

sis on safety, camaraderie 

and rider improvement. 

Ride Info Start times may vary from ride to ride, especially in the winter.  When two rides are listed at the same start, the faster 

group will leave 5 minutes before the slower group to help eliminate confusion of slower riders getting dropped and lost between groups.  If 

you have any questions concerning a ride or your ability, please call the ride leader.  Speeds noted indicate average sustained cruising speed 

on flat terrain, not the average speed indicated on your computer. 

A B C D S T ATB G 
20+ mph 17-21 mph 15-18 mph 12-15 mph 10-15 mph Tourist All Terrain 16-20 mph 

January Ride Schedule — subject to change — check the web site for updates 

Weekday Ride Schedule (recurring rides) — check the web site for updates 

DAY DATE TIME DISTANCE  DESCRIPTION START CONTACT/PHONE NO.

a b c d g s t other
Fri 1 8:15 * 35 Dr Phillips Every Other Friday DPP Mike Orlovsky - 407-909-0956

1 9:00 * * 40/47/63 Tito's Trails UDT Tito Santiago - 407-929-3809
1 9:00 * 33/44 Lake Mary Ride LMS Liz Lee - 407-435-2084

Sat 2 8:30 * 24 Secret Lake Park CCM Herb Dickens - 407-388-0636
2 9:00 * * 40 Eastside Expeditions LMP Bill Graf - 352-516-5436

Sun 3 8:30 * 28 Big Tree Velo Ride AWS Mary Kostenbauder - 407-325-5075
3 9:00 * * 40 Ft Christmas Run AWS Tito Santiago - 407-929-3809 

Sat 9 8:30 * 21 Casselberry Trails CCM Herb Dickens - 407-388-0636
9 9:00 * 57 Where Is Altoona? NRC Kevin Huntzinger - 352-551-0867

Sun 10 8:30 * 42 C is for Coffee & Christmas AWS Mary Kostenbauder - 407-325-5075
10 9:00 * 33 John's Clermont WFP John Sharp - 352-241-6586 

Fri 15 8:15 * 35 Dr Phillips Every Other Friday DPP Mike Orlovsky - 407-909-0956
Sat 16 8:30 * 24 Red Bug Lake Park RBP Dino Bojaszijev - 407-341-4373

16 9:00 * 33 Lake Mary Ride LMS Liz Lee - 407-435-2084
Sun 17 8:30 * * 40/50 Clermont Brunch Ride CTP Chris Brancato - 352-638-5726

17 8:30 * 36 Clermont 4 Gap Backwards WOT Mary Kostenbauder - 407-325-5075
17 10:00 * 24 Dinky Line/Croissant Ride CWP Art Ackerman - 407-496-4228

Sat 23 8:30 * 21 Casselberry Trails CCM Herb Dickens - 407-388-0636
23 9:00 * 40 Eastside Expedition LMP Val Brannon - 407-948-3798

Sun 24 9:00 * 30 Thirty Something WBP Martha Kotek - 407-257-5450
Fri 29 8:15 * 35 Dr Phillips Every Other Friday DPP Mike Orlovsky - 407-909-0956
Sat 30 8:30 * 24 Secret Lake Park CCM Herb Dickens - 407-388-0636

30 9:00 * * 40 Eastside Expeditions LMP Bill Graf - 352-516-5436
30 9:00 * 25 Lake Mills to Ft Christmas LMP Donna Lyons - 407-687-5584

Sun 31 9:00 * 41 Bay Lake Backwards WFP Scot Hartle - 407-788-2453
31 10:00 * 24 Dinky Line/Croissant Ride CWP Art Ackerman - 407-496-4228

* Please call ride leader regarding distances - NEWCOMERS WELCOME!   

DAY DATE TIME DISTANCE  DESCRIPTION START CONTACT/PHONE NO.
a b c d g s t other

Mon All 8:00 * 50 4D Plus Ride SWT Dan Chisholm - 321-246-4235
Tues All 8:00 * 22* Big Tree Trail Ride TBP Howard Wiedman - 407-227-2249
Wed All 8:00 * 40 Eastside Expedition LMP Don Martyny - 407-353-1879
Thu All 8:00 * 15-48 West Orange Trail Ride CHS Penny Potter - 407-645-1892

All 8:00 * 30 Cady Way Trail Ride OHD Kathie Smith - 407-765-4939
All 8:00 * 30 C2B3 OHD Jim Hill - 407-491-2468

* Please call ride leader regarding distances - NEWCOMERS WELCOME!

RIDE TYPE

RIDE TYPE
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Directions  
 
 
AWS ...Alafaya Woods Shopping 
Center : SR-417 (Greeneway) to Red Bug 
Lake Rd (Exit 41); right on Red Bug 
Lake/Mitchell Hammock Rd for 1.4 miles; 
right on SR-434 (Alafaya Tr); Publix 
shopping center is on left; park near road 
CCM ...Casselberry Collections Mall : 
Follow US 17-92 north past SR 436 for 1.5 
miles to Button Rd; turn right and park in 
the mall parking near Button Rd on your 
right. 
CHS ...Chapin Station : SR 50 West to 
Ocoee; right on Maguire Rd for 1.5 miles; 
left on CR 438 for 1 mile; right on West 
Crown Pt. Rd. for .6 miles; left on Crown 
Pt. Cross Rd for .1 mile 
CTP ...Citrus Tower Publix  : SR 50 west 
to Clermont; North on US 27 to the first 
light at Citrus Tower Blvd; Right on Citrus 
Tower and take the first left into the Publix 
parking lot; Park on the west side of the lot 
near the Crooked Spoon. 
CWP ...Cady Way Park : At University 
Blvd & SR-436; go West on Scarlet Rd; 
left on Ranger Blvd; right on Cady Way; 
0.25 miles on right

DPP ...Dr. Phillips Park : Apopka 
Vineland Road to Buenavista Woods Blvd; 
Go to the end of Buenavista Blvd, past 
Sand Lake Elementary School and turn 
left onto the park access road; Go to the 
end and park in the parking lot; Meet on 
the traffic circle by the parking lot. 
LMP ...Lake Mills Park : SR-417 
(Greeneway) to Red Bug Lake Rd (Exit 
41); East to Lockwood Rd; left on 
Lockwood Rd then immediate right on CR-
419 to Chuluota; left on Lake Mills Rd; left 
on Tropical Ave; 0.25 mile on right 
LMS ...Lake Mary Shopping Center : I-4 
to Lake Mary Blvd; East to Lake Emma 
Road; Shopping Center on SE corner of 
Lake Emma Road and Lake Mary Blvd. 
Park near Office Depot and TooJay’s. 
NRC ...Northwest Recreation Complex : 
Take US 441 through Apopka to 
Plymouth; right on Plymouth-Sorrento (CR 
437); right on Ponkan; left on Jason 
Dwelley; left into the complex; park near 
the tennis courts. 
OHD ...Oviedo Home Depot Plaza : Exit 
SR-417 (Greenway) at Red Bug Lake 
Road; East 1/3 mile to intersection of SR 
426 & Mitchell Hammock Rd. Park next to 
McDonalds.

RBP ...Red Bug Lake Park : SR 417 to 
the Red Bug Lake Road exit (Exit 41); 
East for 4 miles to Red Bug Lake Park on 
the right; Park near the road; 
SWT ...Sweetwater Park : SR 426 to 
downtown Oviedo; left on SR 434; right on 
Magnolia after 1/2 mile; park entrance is 
on the left 
TBP ...Tuscawilla Bend Publix : SR-417 
to Red Bug Lake Road; East to SR 426; 
Turn left on SR 426 and go 1 mile to 
second light; Park in Publix parking lot on 
left next to SR 426. 
UDT ...University Double Tree : 
University Blvd east to Turbine Dr (just 
before Alafaya Trail); left on Turbine Dr. 
then left into the Double Tree Inn (formerly 
the Holiday Inn); park in the back 
WBP ...Weldon Blvd Publix : Follow US 
17-92 north past SR 436 for about 6 miles 
to a left on Weldon Blvd;  The Publix is on 
the right. 
WFP ...Waterfront Park : SR-50 West to 
Clermont; cross under US-27 for 1.0 mile 
to East Ave; right on East Ave for 0.8 mile 
to Grand Hwy; left on Grand Hwy into 
Waterfront Park 
WOT ...West Orange Trail : Florida 
Turnpike to SR-50 (Exit 272); West on SR-
50 to Oakland Blvd (3rd light); right on 
Oakland Blvd then immediate left on SR-
438; 0.5 mile on left 

A video of the 2015 Holiday Light Ride from 
Bill Szemcsak : https://youtu.be/BRItpM4Rt4E 

A nice warm day was on tap for the 
December 13th Big Tree Velo Ride. 

Brave riders endured cool, windy conditions 
for the December 19th Pancake Shuffle. 

https://youtu.be/BRItpM4Rt4E
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Riding For Good 
By Mary Kostenbauder 

 

As cyclists we ride our bikes for many reasons.  Probably for the majority of us the healthy benefits that cycling brings 
would be first on our list of reasons.  Not only do we benefit physically from exercise, but the emotional boost we get 
from the endorphins produced during activity improves our mood and wards off depression.  Have you ever had to take 
extended time off from your exercise routine and find yourself down in the dumps?  This is the reason people will ride or 
run with injuries, they need the “emotional boost” they get from exercise. 
For many of us cycling also provides an important part of our social life.  I have often heard it said “I don’t know what I 
would do without my cycling friends”.  Certainly spending hours on the road with other cyclists forms bonds of friendship 
that become a special part of our lives.  Recently one of our single riders was invited to join another rider’s family for 
Thanksgiving dinner, and their only connection in life is the bike.   If you look around the club you will find marriages and 
relationships that have resulted from membership in the FFW.   
As members and as a club another reason we ride is to contribute to our community in a variety of ways.  Many of the 
rides we participate in such as Tour de Cure and Cycle for Life contribute funds and raise awareness of diseases that 
affect many individuals.  The club as well as individuals contributes to the fund raising for these rides.  We also provide 
bike helmets for children and contribute to organizations that advocate for cycling in our community and state.   
I recently through retirement and being able to participate in some of the weekday rides became aware of a novel idea 
for “Riding for Good”.  Two years ago Howard Weideman and Bud Brooks were having coffee at McDonald’s and 
came up with the concept of the $2 Tuesday Club to raise funds to help needy families at Christmas.  Howard and Bud 
lead and sweep the Tuesday ride to Big Tree Park and the ride attracts a good size group of regular riders.   Bud’s 
church has been involved with providing Christmas gifts for needy families with a parent in hospice care for many years 
and Bud and Howard felt this would be a worthy cause to support.  Over coffee that morning they developed the guide-
lines for the club’s volunteer membership.  If you miss a Tuesday ride you owe $2 to the fund.  The only accepted ex-
cuse is if you are in the hospital!  This year we raised $363 and provided bikes, helmets and accessories as well as a 
$100 Walmart gift card for a family with a Mom in hospice care.  The day these pictures were taken Bud reminded us 
that our children and grandchildren get so much and the gifts we purchased would probably be the only things these chil-
dren would receive on Christmas morning.  The donations are made anonymously, we know only the ages of the chil-
dren, and they never know where the gifts come from (for these two little ones age 3 and 4 the bikes came from Santa!).  
Our lives are blessed for the most part with good health and prosperity.  I encourage those of you who have a regular 
riding group to consider something similar to the $2 Tuesday Club.  We would love to have more members in our group 
but we realize that many riders don’t have the luxury of weekday rides.  The best part of what we do is being able to pur-
chase the gifts from a request list from each child and know that they are going to a family that truly needs some glimmer 
of happiness during a very sad time in their lives.    
There are a variety of reasons to Ride for Good and each of us has our own focus for cycling.   As 2016 begins, think 
about what makes you roll out of bed early in the morning to meet up with the group for a ride.  Perhaps riding for the 
good of others can be an important part of the reason why you ride this year. 
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Proposed Florida Freewheelers Bylaw Changes 
 
The Board of Directors is proposing the following changes (in red) to the current bylaws of the club.  The 
Board believes that these changes are in the best interests of the club and recommends that these bylaw 
amendments be approved by the membership at the annual meeting to be held at 7 p.m. on January 7, 
2016 at the Winter Park Library, 426 E. New England Ave., Winter Park, FL.  A discussion on these chang-
es will be held at the meeting prior to a membership vote. 

 
 

Bylaws of the FLORIDA FREEWHEELERS, INC. 
 

ARTICLE I 
NAME 

The name of this corporation is Florida Freewheelers, Inc. hereinafter referred to as the “Association,” 
“Corporation,” or the “Club.” 

ARTICLE II 
PURPOSES 

The general nature of the objects and purposes of the Association shall be dedicated to providing bicycling activi-
ties in central Florida that promote individual and family recreation, health, education and advocacy that support 
a more bicycle friendly environment and a more livable community. 

ARTICLE III 
MEMBERSHIP 

Section 1:  The membership will be comprised of two types: voting and honorary. 
Section 2:  Voting members shall be anyone 18 years or older, two (2) votes per family membership; pay-
ing full dues and fees; is or has been a rider and subscribes to the objectives of this Club.  They have full voting 
rights and office holding privileges.  Riders under the age of 18 can be included in the family membership as long 
as there is a legally responsible adult who is also a member. 
Section 3:  Honorary membership may be bestowed upon those individuals the Club feels have done the 
most for cycling in Florida.  They shall be proposed by any member and approved by the Board of Directors.  
They shall be presented with the new officers at the annual membership meeting.  These honorary members 
have no voting privileges, pay no dues, but may participate in Club-sponsored activities. 
Section 4:  The Board of Directors will set Club dues for memberships. 
Section 5:  Renewal of membership by payment of dues is required.  Failure to remit dues by expiration 
date automatically cancels Club privileges for a delinquent member. 

ARTICLE IV 
OFFICERS 

Section 1:  The general officers/directors of the club shall be the following:    
  

President 
Vice president/President elect 

Secretary 
Treasurer 

Section 2:  The president shall: 
• Preside over the Annual Membership and Board of Directors’ meetings. 
• Guide the members of the Board in devising and implementing policy and practice aimed at effective, coordi-

nated pursuit of club objectives for the best interests of the Club. 
• Appoint needed committees and/or chairmen of committees. 
• Act as spokesman for the club in public; make presentations. 
• Issue calls for special meetings when necessary. 
• Give the Board of Directors’ report at the Annual Membership meeting. 
• Oversee the administration of the club rides, membership, and publicity. 

(Continued on page 8) 
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• Supervise the Executive Director. 
Section 3:  The Vice President shall: 
• Preside at the Board of Directors’ and Annual Membership Meetings in the absence of the President. 
• Preside at the Executive Committee meeting in the absence of the Immediate Past President. 
• Establish the responsibilities of the Functional Directors as approved by the Board of Directors. 
• Assume the duties of President when the President is unavailable. 
Section 4:  The Secretary shall: 
• Keep accurate minutes of meetings. 
• Notify members of meetings and other events. 
• Be the repository of all current year records and reports of meetings, correspondence and news clippings. 
• Carry a current copy of Robert’s Rules of Order 
Section 5:     The Treasurer shall: 
• Prepare and submit a proposed budget for the fiscal year. 
• Maintain an accurate account of all monies and at the end of the year shall present a complete accounting of all 

transactions of the previous fiscal year. 
• Present a current financial report at all Board of Directors’ meetings and at the Annual Membership Meeting. 
Section 6:     The officers shall serve for one year and are eligible for re-election. 
Section 7:     Officer vacancies will be filled by the Board of Directors. Officers elected by the Board of Di-
rectors shall be elected only for the balance of the term. 

ARTICLE V 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Section 1:  The Board of Directors, whose members shall be voting members of the club and consist of 
thirteen (13) members.  This will include the four officers, the Immediate Past President, such functional directors 
as approved by the Board of Directors (I.e., ATB Director, Newsletter Director, Social Director, etc.) and at least 
one director from the membership at large.  All will be voting members of the Board of Directors. 
Section 2:   The Board of Directors shall have general supervision of the affairs of the club between its an-
nual meetings, fix the hour and place of the meetings, make recommendations to the club, and shall perform such 
other duties as are specified in these by-laws.   The Board shall be subject to the orders of the club. 
Section 3:  Unless otherwise ordered by the Board, regular meetings of the Board of Directors shall be 
held at least bimonthly.  Special meetings of the Board can be called by the President whenever necessary. 
Section 4:  Fifty percent (50%) of the members of the Board shall constitute a quorum. 
Section 5:  An Executive Committee of the Board of Directors shall consist of the President, Vice Presi-
dent, Immediate Past President, and two Directors, appointed at large by the President.  The Immediate Past 
President shall chair the Executive Committee; in his/her absence the President will chair the Executive Commit-
tee.  This committee shall act for the Board of Directors between meetings on matters that do not warrant the call-
ing of a special Board of Directors’ meeting, but cannot be delayed until the next scheduled Board meeting.  All will 
be voting members of the Executive Committee. 
Section 6:  A Financial Review Committee of the Board of Directors shall consist of the President, Immedi-
ate Past President and two of the thirteen Directors, discussed in Article V Section 1 that is not an Officer, 
appointed at large by the President. The Immediate Past President shall chair the Financial Review com-
mittee; in his/her absence the President shall chair the committee. The Financial Review Committee shall 
provide reasonable assurance that the financial transactions of the Corporation are recorded in accord-
ance with current accounting conventions and any discrepancies are discovered and corrective action is 
taken and documented in a timely manner. The committee shall review the following as part of its duties: 

Review bank statements and related financial statements for at least two non-consecutive months 
every calendar year. 

Review Annual Return of Organization Exempt From Income Tax 
Review Annual Summary and Transmittal of U.S. Information Returns 

(Continued from page 7) 

(Continued on page 9) 
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Section 7:  Vacancies will be filled by the Board of Directors.  Directors elected by the Board of Directors 
shall be elected only for the balance of the term. 
Section 8:  Any Officer, Director or Member can be removed by 2/3 vote of the entire Board of Directors. 

ARTICLE VI 
MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS 

Section 1:  The Annual Membership meeting shall be in the month of January.  The membership shall re-
ceive at least ten (10) days notice of time and location of the meeting in the club newsletter, Spoke’n Word. 
Section 2:  Special meetings shall be called by the President when necessary.  Except in cases of emer-
gency, at least ten (10) days notice shall be given. 
Section 3:  Election of the officers and directors will be by a majority of the members present at the Annual 
Membership Meeting.  Installation of the officers-elect shall take place immediately. 
Section 4:  Those present at the Annual Membership Meeting must constitute a quorum of current mem-
berships provided such members constitute at least five percent (5%) of the voting members of the club. 
Section 5:  The President shall appoint an Executive Director Selection Committee, which shall consist of 
the President and three (3) members of the Board.  This committee shall present its recommendation for an Execu-
tive Director for Board approval at the Annual Organizational Meeting. 

 
ARTICLE VII 

ADMINISTRATION 
Section 1:  The club may employ a paid Executive Director, and/or any other officer/ Committee Chairs in 
an administrative position performing duties as determined by the President and Board of Directors.  Any paid staff 
is not a voting member of the Board of Directors. 
Section 2:  Annual Organizational Meeting—This will be the first Board of Directors’ meeting after the election 
and will include the following: 
a. The President will establish the Executive Committee. 
b. The President will establish the Nominating Committee. 
c. The Treasurer will present the annual budget. 
d. The Executive Director Selection Committee shall present its recommendation to the Board. 
e. The President will establish the Financial Review Committee. 
Section 3:  The Executive Committee shall function as an Executive Director Performance Review Commit-
tee.  It will meet at least semi-annually.  This committee shall obtain input on the performance of the Executive Di-
rector from the Board of Directors and general membership.  Findings of the committee and recommendations for 
any change of status, duties, and/or compensation will be presented to the Board.  The Executive Director can be 
removed by 2/3 vote of the entire Board of Directors. 
Section 4:  The Nominating Committee shall present a slate of candidates in time to be published in the 
club newsletter, Spoke’n Word for the general membership prior to the Annual Membership Meeting.  Nominations 
will also be accepted from the membership at this meeting. 

ARTICLE VIII 
PARLIAMENTARY AUTHORITY 

Section 1:   The rules contained in the current edition of Robert ’s Rules of Order shall govern the club in all 
cases in which they are not inconsistent with these by-laws and any special rules of order the Club may adopt. 

ARTICLE IX 
AMENDMENT OF BY-LAWS 

Section 1:  Amendments to these by-laws may be proposed by any voting member and shall be incorporated 
into these by-laws if approved by a majority of those voting at the annual meeting or any special meeting called for 
that purpose. 

(Continued from page 8) 
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Can I Get a Ticket if My Bike Rack Covers My License Plate?* 
 Jim Dodson, PA – Principal Office: Clearwater, FL 

While visiting with other cyclists at the recent Horrible Hundred, I was asked by someone whether he could be ticketed if 
his bike rack obstructed the view of his license plate.  I did some research to find the law in Florida.  As is often the case 
with the law, there is no simple "yes" or "no" answer.  There is a split of authority in Florida in that several of the District 
Courts of Appeal have issued conflicting opinions on this topic.  This means the law is different depending on the area of 
the state in which you are driving.   The only safe answer is, don't let your bike rack cover your plate because you could 
get a ticket in some jurisdictions. 
 For those living in the area covered by the Second District Court of Appeal (which includes the counties of Charlotte, 
Collier, DeSoto, Glades, Hardee, Hendry, Highlands, Hillsborough, Lee, Manatee, Pasco, Pinellas, Polk and Sarasota), it 
is not a violation for a properly attached bike rack or trailer hitch to block the view of the license plate.  Trailer hitches, 
handicapped chairs and U-hauls are also exempt from the rule.  There is only a violation if the obscuring matter is physi-
cally on the license plate, such as grease or mud covering the letters of the plate.  
In contrast, the First, Third and Fifth District Courts of Appeal have decided that a bicycle rack, luggage rack or other 
external object blocking the license plate is grounds for a traffic citation.  Even a broken plate light hanging down slightly 
over the license plate can subject you to a ticket.  The Fourth District Court of Appeal has not issued an opinion in this 
area.  This means you should not allow your bike rack to cover the plate if you travel in the counties of the First District 
Court of Appeal (Alachua, Baker, Bay, Bradford, Calhoun, Clay, Columbia, Dixie, Duval, Escambia, Franklin, Gadsden, 
Gilchrist, Gulf, Hamilton, Holmes, Jackson, Jefferson, Lafayette, Leon, Levy, Liberty, Madison, Nassau, Okaloosa, Santa 
Rosa, Suwannee, Taylor, Union, Wakulla, Walton and Washington), the Third District Court of Appeal (Dade and Mon-
roe), or the Fifth District Court of Appeal (Brevard, Citrus, Flagler, Hernando, Lake, Marion, Orange, Osceola, Putnam, 
Seminole, St. Johns, Sumter, Volusia). 
 I hope this helps you get safely on your way. 
Jim Dodson is an experienced bicycle accident lawyer, cyclist and bicycle safety advocate who has been representing 
accident victims for over 25 years. Although his primary office is in Clearwater, he represents injury victims throughout 
Florida.  He is the author of the Florida Bicycle Accident Handbook which answers the most commonly asked questions 
by injured cyclists. If you have questions about a Florida cycling accident this valuable resource is available to you abso-
lutely free of charge at www.jimdodsonlaw.com.  
*Legal information is not legal advice. Nothing in this article may be considered legal advice. If you have specific ques-
tions for Jim Dodson, simply call his office at 1-888-807-5513. There is never a charge to talk about your case. 

http://www.jimdodsonlaw.com/reports/florida-bicycle-accident-handbook.cfm
http://www.jimdodsonlaw.com
http://www.thefloridabikeguy.com/


11 

F L O R I DA  FREEWHEELERS  
O F F I C E R S  A N D  D I R E C T O R S  

President 

Leslee Mitchell-407-924-9733  

president@floridafreewheelers.com 

Vice President 

Don Martyny —407-353-1879  

vicepresident@floridafreewheelers.com 

Past President 

Stuart Beal-407-399-6601  

pastpresident@floridafreewheelers.com 

Secretary 

Donna Lyons-407-687-5584 

secretary@floridafreewheelers.com 

Treasurer 

David Correia—407-721-1258 

treasurer@floridafreewheelers.com 

Clothing 

Nancy Matteson—321-303-1382 

clothing@floridafreewheelers.com 

Publicity  

Phil Mings—407-491-4835 

publicity@floridafreewheelers.com 

Risk & Liability 

Niki Dean 

risk@floridafreewheelers.com 

Social 

Mike Orlovsky—407-909-0956 

socialdirector@floridafreewheelers.com 

Social Media 

Kris Kouvaras  

media@floridafreewheelers.com 

Directors at Large 

Jim Hill 

directoratlarge-jh@floridafreewheelers.com 

Juan Santiago 

directoratlarge-js@floridafreewheelers.com 

 

Executive Director 

Scot Hartle—407-788-BIKE (2453) 

executivedirector@floridafreewheelers.com 

Horrible Hundred 

Chris Brancato-352-638-5726 

horriblehundred@floridafreewheelers.com 

Safari 

Louis McDonald—352-978-4428 

floridabicyclesafari@floridafreewheelers.com 

Map Maker 

Lee Partridge-386-532-2709  

mapmaker@floridafreewheelers.com 

Web Site 

Michael Pilletere 

webguru@floridafreewheelers.com 

Florida Freewheelers Discounts 

The following Orlando bicycle stores offer discounts on bicycle parts,  

accessories and clothing to Florida Freewheelers members. 

To receive discounts, present your membership card. 

Adventure Cycling David’s World (10 locations) Rajin Cajun Bike Shop 

Bike Sag Loco Motion Retro City Cycles 

Breakaway Bicycles Orange Cycle South Lake Bicycles 

Clermont Bicycles Out-Spoke’n Bike Shop Winter Garden Wheel Works 

Cycling Hub   

General Information 
New Rider Info 

If you’re new to cycling and/or new to 

the club, call the contact person listed 

in the newsletter for the ride you want.  

This person can give you a good idea 

of what to expect on the ride, such as 

terrain, traffic, speed, what to bring 

and what to wear. 

Membership Information 

If you’re not receiving your newsletter, 

need to check on your membership 

status, or wish to change your ad-

dress, contact Scot Hartle at 407-788-

BIKE or info@floridafreewheelers.com 

Dues and Fees 

The club’s annual dues are $25 per 

year for an electronic newsletter. All 

Florida Freewheelers rides (with the 

exception of the Bicycle Safari and the 

Horrible Hundred) are free and open 

to members and general public. 

Newsletter/Classified Ads 

If you’d like to contribute an article, 

make an announcement, or place and 

ad, contact the editor, by email:  

info@floridafreewheelers.com. 

There is no cost to members for classi-

fied ads (fee for non-members is $20). 

All contributions must be camera 

ready or produced in Microsoft Pub-

lisher. 

Deadline for all issues is the 20th day 

of the previous month. 

Advertising Rates 

All advertisements are accepted at the 

discretion of the newsletter editor and 

are published at the following rates: 

Full Page…..$80 1/2 page…….$40 

1/4 page…..$30 Business Card..$15 

Ads are preferred in a digital (PC) for-

mat (TIF or JPEG ONLY), Microsoft 

Publisher or black-and-white camera-

ready format. There will be additional 

charges for any advertisement not 

submitted in camera-ready or digital 

form. 

Other Information 

The club receives all types of infor-

mation about bike tours across the 

country and around the world. If you’d 

like to receive a rundown on what’s 

being offered visit our website: 

www.floridafreewheelers.com. 

Florida Freewheelers 
Logo Clothing 

 
Short sleeve jerseys 
 and arm warmers!  

 
Buy on-line at 

www.floridafreewheelers.com 
Questions? Email them to—

clothing 
@floridafreewheelers.com 

William N. Harmon III, MBA 
7334 Cook Lane 

Winter Park, FL 32792 

Phone (407) 678-6565 

e-mail : wnharmon@aol.com 

ACCOUNTANT / CONSULTANT 

FEDERAL INCOME TAX PREPARATION 

If you missed the April 15th Deadline or have not filed 

previous years’ returns,  

Call for Confidential Assistance 

mailto:president@floridafreewheelers.com
mailto:vicepresident@floridafreewheelers.com
mailto:pastpresident@floridafreewheelers.com
mailto:secretary@floridafreewheelers.com
mailto:treasurer@floridafreewheelers.com
mailto:clothing@floridafreewheelers.com
mailto:publicity@floridafreewheelers.com
mailto:risk@floridafreewheelers.com
mailto:socialdirector@floridafreewheelers.com
mailto:media@floridafreewheelers.com
mailto:directoratlarge-jh@floridafreewheelers.com
mailto:directoratlarge-js@floridafreewheelers.com
mailto:executivedirector@floridafreewheelers.com
mailto:horriblehundred@floridafreewheelers.com
mailto:floridabicyclesafari@floridafreewheelers.com
mailto:mapmaker@floridafreewheelers.com
mailto:webguru@floridafreewheelers.com
mailto:info@floridafreewheelers.com
mailto:info@floridafreewheelers.com
http://www.floridafreewheelers.com
http://floridafreewheelers.com/
mailto:clothing@floridafreewheelers.com?subject=Club%20Clothing%20Question
mailto:clothing@floridafreewheelers.com?subject=Club%20Clothing%20Question
mailto:wnharmon@aol.com?subject=Question%20from%20FFW%20member
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Florida Freewheelers, Inc. 

P.O. Box 121370 

Clermont, FL 34712-1370 

Spoke’n 
Word 
 

January 2016 

FLORIDA FREEWHEELERS, INC. 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATIONS/RENEWAL 

This application is for: 

   New Member   Renewal 

What type of ride might you volunteer to lead? 

   A—20+ mph   D—novice 

   B—18-21 mph   Tourist—35+ miles 

   C—15-17 mph   ATB 

What type(s) of bike do you ride? 

   Road    Tandem 

   ATB    Recumbent 

   Hybrid    Other 

What road ride lengths (miles) do you prefer? 

   10-20    30-50 

   50-75    75+ 

Would you like your information listed in the club 

directory? 

 Name:    Yes   No 

 Email Address:   Yes   No 

 Phone Number:   Yes   No 

 

You can apply online [here]. 

Please print 

Name  ___________________________________________________________________ 

Address  _________________________________________________________________ 

City  _____________________________  State  ________________  Zip  _____________ 

Phone  ___________________________  Emergency Contact  ______________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

(name, relation, phone) 

Family Members  __________________________________________________________ 

Email Address  ____________________________________________________________ 

 

I understand that the Florida Freewheelers, Inc. are not insurers of my personal safety or liability 

during any Florida Freewheelers event or associated activity.  I thus release them and agree to hold 

them harmless for any and all liability, including liability for negligence, resulting from my participa-

tion.  I agree to consent to permit emergency medical treatment as needed.  I also agree that I will be 

fully responsible for any minor (under age 18) whom I bring to or allow at a Florida Freewheelers 

event.  I further agree to follow all applicable traffic laws, conduct my activities in a safe and prudent 

manner, and to wear an approved bicycle helmet and to not use headphones while riding. 

 

Signature  _____________________________________________  Date  ____________ 

Not valid unless signed 

Signature  _____________________________________________  Date  ____________ 

For family membership, significant other must also sign 

 

Send Check payable to:  Dues (Individual or Family): 

Florida Freewheelers, Inc.  $25 per year—electronic newsletter 

P.O. Box  121370   subscription (email address required) 

Clermont, FL 34712-1370 

Membership 
Application 

http://www.floridafreewheelers.com/
http://www.floridafreewheelers.com/

